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What is a Business Improvement 
District (BID)?

A Business Improvement District (BID) 
is about businesses coming together, 
working in partnership with others and 
agreeing to invest collectively in  
projects and services, which the 
businesses believe will improve their 
trading environment. 

BID activities are new initiatives projects 
and services; they do not replace services 
that are already provided by South 
Ayrshire Council or other public bodies.

The BID projects are funded by the 
money collected through an investment 
levy paid by all eligible businesses 
(any commercial property with a Non-
Domestic Rateable valuation) within the 
BID area.

Business Improvement Districts have 
been in Scotland now for over 10 years. 
In 2018 Scotland’s Towns Partnership 
were appointed to take BIDs forward 
in Scotland. Firmly established as the 
‘go to’ body for Scotland’s towns it’s an 
exciting time to be part of a Business 
Improvement District.

Scotland’s Towns Partnership Chief Officer 
Phil Prentice has commented “Scotland’s 
Towns Partnership is the national agency 
supporting 40 operational and further 
towns developing Improvement Districts 
across Scotland. Through our national 
network of funders and partners, we 
will work closely with the Prestwick BID 
and its stakeholders to help it deliver 
on its ambitions and to help bring more 
resources for the benefit of the local 
businesses and the community”.

“There is no other alternative which 
allows for every business, small or 

large, to invest in the town they have 
a business in… hold that thought”

Message from the Prestwick 
business owners Steering Group 

“As a group of Prestwick business owners, 
we have given up our time on a voluntary 
basis to collectively discuss all the options 
available when considering a Business 
Improvement District for Prestwick. 

We believe we have taken a very 
pragmatic approach and have looked at 
other BID towns to help us understand 
what works and what doesn’t. 

Recognising that having an affordable and 
fair levy of just 1% of rateable value and 
adopting a 3-year term, instead of 5 years, 
was key to ensuring we were representing 
business owners’ views whilst at the same 
time having a potential fund to deliver 
some great ideas for Prestwick.

The Steering group would like every 
business to keep an open mind and focus 
on this document and what it can do for 
Prestwick, these are the facts. The annual 
levy will be an investment in Prestwick”

Your Prestwick Steering Group are:

Prestwick

Message from the Chair of the 
Prestwick Business Association

“I have been a business owner in 
Prestwick for 19 years. During this time, 
I have been an active member of the 
business community and served as 
the chair of the Prestwick Business 
Association for two terms. 

Over the last 10 years, Prestwick 
has evolved as a town and, through 
businesses investing in our town, it has 
transformed itself.

In 2018 Prestwick came second in the 
Great British High Street ‘Rising Star’ 
award and we want to capitalize on this 
and do more to promote Prestwick as a 
great destination town. 

2018 also saw 7 of our businesses receive 
awards in the Ayrshire Retail Business 
Awards. When a town is doing well it 
should continue to invest in its future. 

The 3-year business proposal is an 
exciting opportunity for businesses to 
support an initiative which could achieve 
great things through a collaborative 
funding approach. 

Graeme Johnstone 
Chair of the Prestwick Business Association

Peter Bryson 
Brysons Car Centre

Scott McCartney 
Constructive  
Architectural Design

Lynn Arnott 
Emporium

Jim Nicoll 
Nicoll Design  
Chartered Architect

Stephen Cooper 
The Post Box,  
Prestwick Post Office

Kevin Finnie 
The BUF

Raymond Cooper 
The Golf Inn

Alison Lawson 
Belle Boutique and 
Interiors

Stephen Brown 
Sea Breeze Coffee 
Shop and Gifts
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bringing footfall and ensure that 
displacement doesn’t happen. 

Economic impact reports were done 
on this year’s Prestfest and Lighting up 
day. Prestfest generated £350k from the 
official venues alone and on lighting up 
day just a sample of 7 businesses saw a 
turnover of £15k in just 5 hours! Prestwick 
can’t afford to risk not having funding in 
place to build on its current success.

The BID is not about taking over, it’s 
about having a mechanism to deliver 
collaborative funding to support the 
business owners who have Prestwick as 
their trading area. Its about businesses 
national and independent working 
together to continue to keep Prestwick 
ahead of other towns and thriving. 

How much will this cost your 
business and which area of 
Prestwick is included?

The levy will be set at just 1% of rateable 
value regardless of whether that 
business pays rates. The levy is paid just 
once a year for the 3 years of the BID 
term. Businesses will make NO further 
contribution once the levy has been paid.

How much will the levy raise?

The levy will be approximately £55,000 
each year, £165,000 over the 3 years.

Examples of what it will cost

Rateable 
Value

Month  
£

Annual 
levy £

£5000 £4.16 £50

£10,000 £8.33 £100

£15,000 £12.50 £150

£20,000 £16.66 £200

£35,000* £29.16 £350

£50,000* £41.66 £500

£100,0000* £83.33 £1000

£250,000* £208.33 £2500

£500,000* £416.66 £5000

£1,000,000* £833.33 £10,000

“In life, change 
is inevitable. In 

business, change  
is vital”

*option for these businesses to pay their 
annual levy in instalments to be discussed 
with local authority. To find out your rateable 
value please visit www.saa.gov.uk

Prestwick

Why does Prestwick need a 
Business Improvement District?

The Prestwick Business Association 
committee and members, for many years, 
met monthly to discuss many great ideas 
for Prestwick. 

At its peak, it managed to achieve 60 
members all paying £60 a year, but this 
only amounted to £3600 a year. The PBA 
has had so many great ideas but almost 
all were thwarted simply from lack of 
funding. Organising the towns events and 
initiatives is usually left with just a handful 
of people and is hugely demanding on 
these individuals. In 2016 the committee 
began looking at the concept of Business 
Improvement Districts in Scotland and 
in 2017 they were delighted to secure 
funding through the Scottish Government 
to consult with businesses and develop 
for the first time a long-term Business 
Plan and a mechanism for funding in 
asking for business to consider a Business 
Improvement District for Prestwick. 

When a town is doing well it’s 
important to keep investing! 

Prestwick’s success hasn’t happened 
overnight, inward investment from privately 
owned businesses has transformed 
Prestwick over the last decade. 

Its unique offering has brought success 
and it has also attracted many businesses 
to open in Prestwick. The town benefits 
from few empty shops and there are few 
towns in the UK who can lay claim to this. 

What needs to be considered is with 
lots of businesses all opting to make 
Prestwick their business home, Prestwick 
needs to have a plan in place to keep 
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What will be delivered in Prestwick  
if businesses vote YES to support  
a BID?

This is the most important part in what 
a Business Improvement District could 
achieve for Prestwick. Below will be 
delivered if businesses support a BID  
and vote YES for Prestwick. 

As a result of the recent survey of 
businesses, the following most popular 
ideas were suggested:

• A place making website/app to promote 
Prestwick as a destination town. The 
website/app will be supported by other 
digital platforms.

• A budget of up to £10,000 annually to 
market Prestwick in Ayrshire and out 
with to promote the Day time and Night 
Time economy in Prestwick. Marketing 
Prestwick on Clyde1, STV, local press, 
social media will all be considered by  
the board. 

• A Firework display in 2020 the year of 
coast and waters to be run for a profit  
for the BID company.

• Proposed new signage for the M77 and 
lampost banners from the Airport to the 
Toll area, building a strong Prestwick 
brand (subject to planning consents).

• Securing and developing events which 
have been proven to boost the local 
economy. This will include Lighting Up 
Day and Prestfest. A winter music festival 
is also being considered.

• Funded networking evenings 3 times a 
year to create opportunities through B2B 
sales. This will include a B2B traders’ card 
to promote using local businesses first. 

• Take pressure away from business 
owners by employing a part time town 
project officer to assist the board in 
delivering the business plan (1 or 2 days 
a week maximum at a salary level set by 
the board but no greater than £10,000 
per annum).

• Install new Christmas lighting at  
The Toll area and consider a section of 
decorative lighting on the promenade  
to support beach front businesses. 

• Developing a Shop Local campaign to 
get a strong message that KA9 is more 
than just a postcode.

• Growing opportunities and revenue 
for the BID company through Grant 
funding/voluntary contributor 
membership.

“Focus on what a Business 
Improvement District can do for 

Prestwick and start getting excited 
about what could be achieved”
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“You miss 100% of the shots  
you don’t take”

What happens next?

This brochure is just a Business Plan 
summary to help businesses understand 
what could be achieved with a YES vote 
and support a BID for Prestwick.

The next steps are:

• Businesses consider this Business Plan 
Summary and can give feedback to the 
Steering Group at The Parkstone Hotel, 
Tuesday 8th January 6.30pm to 8pm. 
You can also email feedback to  
1@propelprestwickbid.co.uk

• Businesses will have the opportunity  
to attend drop in sessions in January  
and February.

• A ballot date will be set  and all businesses 
within the boundary area will receive a 
full in depth Business Plan before the 
ballot date.

The BID Ballot process  
in Prestwick

The BID ballot is a confidential postal 
ballot managed and funded on behalf  
of the Prestwick BID – usually this is  
done by the Council.

Voting papers will be issued to each 
eligible person (i.e. the person liable to 
pay the non-domestic rate). The eligible 
person, from each business or property, 
simply needs to tick ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to a 
single question asking whether they are 
in favour of the Business Improvement 
District proposals.

You will be able to cast your vote anytime 
within a six week period from the ballot 
date. The full details of the ballot will be 
available in our Business Plan which you 
will receive a copy of in due course.
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The Business Improvement District Area for Prestwick

In summary the BID boundary runs from the top of  
Monkton road to The Carlton Hotel at the Toll  

and then takes in some of the streets to the  
East and West of Main Street / Toll. 
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